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inspiring plenaries, informative workshops, and an
energized participant base. To read the
conference report please click here. Please contact us at
yds@dsausa.org for more ways to get involved with our
organization and activities.

YDS Celebrates International Women'’s Day!

We all learned in school that March is women’s history

month. Did you know, however, that March 8th was
International Women’s Day?

International Women’s Day is a holiday celebrated all
around the globe - but not in the United States. The
commemorative day was established by American

socialists at the turn of the 20th century. The day
celebrated women’s struggles for rights — especially in the
labor movement. IWD was eventually adopted as an
& ,§ official holiday throughout the world and by the United

08.03.09 Nations.

The International Union of Socialist Youth - the largest global
political coalition for young people - published this pamphlet
“"Fem.Powerment.Now!: Together for Gender Equality.” The
newsletter includes essays, talking points, history, and current
actions about the struggle for women’s rights and importance of
socialist feminism.

.powerment now!
Together
gender equality

To get more involved with our feminist work, please contact YDS
Feminist Issues Coordinator Kat Brausch at
kcbrausch(at)gmail.com.

DSA Releases Economic Recovery Plan

Democratic Socialists of America (DSA), YDS’s parent organization has
released an economic recovery plan: Economic Recovery for Everyone.
Please download and distribute this important document. DSA also
produced a short two page flyer: Economic Recovery that Benefits
Everyone. Both the flyer and the recovery plan focus on the origins of
the crisis and our responses to it, and connect it to the issues we raise in

the Economic Justice Agenda.

Solidarity with Chicago Workers of Republic Windows and Doors

9/19/09 2:39 PM

Page 2 of 6


http://www.ydsusa.org/news/beyond-the-ballot-2009
http://www.ydsusa.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/iusynewsletter_8thmarch09.pdf
http://www.ydsusa.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/iusynewsletter_8thmarch09.pdf
http://dsausa.org/pdf/Economic_Recovery_Plan.pdf
http://dsausa.org/pdf/economic_recovery_view.pdf
http://dsausa.org/pdf/eja_may2008.pdf

Young Democratic Socialists Home

http://www.ydsusa.org/

9/19/09 2:39 PM

Anti-Authoritarians Disrupt Bank of America Branches in
New York

YDS Regional Conference A Success: Radical Youth and Student
Activists Build Off Energy of Presidential Election
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Democratic Socialists on Barack Obama’s Victoryv: Videos of DSA

Honorary Co-Chair Cornel West and YDS alumnus Mark Engler

Democratic_Socialists of America

interviewed on CNN about Barack Obama’s

presidential campaign

BBC on Barack Obama’s

potential economic policies

Renegotiate NAFTA Week: YDS Activists Work for Fair Trade
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Page 4 of 6


http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/politics/2008/11/05/vassileva.cornel.west.intv.cnn
http://www.dsausa.org/dsa.html
http://www.democracyuprising.com/articles/2008/BBC_11_05_2008.php
http://www.dsausa.org/

Young Democratic Socialists Home

http://www.ydsusa.org/

agreement that adheres to the principles of fair trade
(http://www.renegotiatenafta.org/?q=node/6) and has genuine labor and

environmental protections. This petition has been endorsed by the Student

Farmworker Alliance and Student Labor Action Project. All over the country
last week, YDS activists and their allies held educational events about the
problems of NAFTA and worked to gather signatures for the petition.

There is an increased chance for this petition to have an affect now that
Barack Obama will be our next president. While Obama’s economic policies are
undeniably capitalistic, during the primary season he said he would revise
trade agreements as president. But history has proven elected officials only
keep their promises when they are pressured to do so. Petitions like this one
alongside grassroots action from labor activists and their student allies can
make politicians listen.

Please read and sign the petition at www.renegotiatenafta.org. Let’'s send a
collective message that we want fair trade.

Photo of Wichita State YDSers and friends at their own “Renegotiate
NAFTA” rally (Stuart Elliott)

YDS Winter-to-Spring Organizing Drive

If you are involved in a YDS chapter or organizing committee, please draft an
overview of how your group is doing, what you’ve accomplished, any problems
you might have run into, what you hope to do the rest of the semester, and
how national YDS can support your efforts. Contact the YDS National
Organizer (david@dsausa.org) if you are interested in starting a new YDS
group at your high school, college, university or community. As always, please
contact our national office if you would like us to mail you or your group
organizing materials in the mail or as email attachments (YDS chapter guides,
buttons, literature, stickers, sample meeting fliers etc.). These are very useful
when setting up a table at important events like your campus activities fair.
Contact us for help organizing teach-ins, trainings, or visits from YDS
organizers to strengthen existing chapters and help new ones get off the
ground. We can also put you in touch with democratic socialist faculty
members on campuses across the country. YDS can be reached at:

yds@dsausa.org or 212-727-8610

A VISION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

YDS is the youth section of the Democratic Socialists of America. We are the
only US members of the International Union of Socialist Youth, the largest
political youth coalition in the world. With members and local chapters across
the US, YDS works to transform our society - on the job, in the streets, in the
classroom. We are a broad, diverse network of young activists who share a
vision of a more humane future. Instead of waiting for some final, magical
instant when a utopia appears, we organize and struggle every day to
redistribute power. Building democratic socialism is a long struggle, and we
take it one step at a time.

DEMOCRACY AND SOCIALISM

Socialism is one of the most misused words in the American political
vocabulary. Contrary to misrepresentations by both conservatives and liberals,
socialism is not about breadlines, fur hats, or police states. Rather, we fight
for the extension of democracy into all aspects of social life, including the
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economy. We are proud of the relative democratic freedoms enjoyed by US
citizens. But without economic democracy, this political liberty is weak and
incomplete. People must have a voice in the economic decisions which affect
their lives. Democratic socialism also means fighting non-economic
inequalities of power- including racism, sexism and heterosexism in all their
forms. A radical democracy is the only way to ensure a world in which class,
race, and gender do not decide our futures.
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